
15.  The Parish Council would like to make the following additional points:


• If the Report is serious about reducing car dependency, the definition of 
‘sustainable transport’ for Rutland must be extended to include bus 
transport.  


• Reference should be made to the settlement hierarchy (Rutland Local Plan 
2016-2036) of towns, local service centres and smaller service centres and 
the importance of public transport links between them.


• Bus services should be promoted to residents and visitors as the more 
sociable, healthier and environmentally friendly alternative to car travel.  It 
should be available for at least one return visit to the shops in towns such 
as Oakham, Uppingham and Stamford.


• Rutland residents should be able to expect to go to work, school or 
college using public transport.  In a lot of cases this will be a cheaper 
option due to “all day” parking charges for cars and the limited availability 
of parking.


• Rutland has some excellent tourist and recreational facilities, such as 
Rutland Water and the associated centres adjoining it.  In their promotion 
the availability of bus services to them should be highlighted as it is done 
in other similar places around England and Scotland.


• In its present form, the Report creates the impression that public 
transport, apart from trains, is the transport option of last resort and that it 
exists primarily for a limited section of the population - those described in 
the report as, ‘the vulnerable’.  It is recommended that this is changed.


• Residents who have first hand experience of ‘demand responsive’ 
transport have found it to be of limited value and an unpredictable, 
unreliable and inflexible alternative to traditional bus services.  It is also 
expensive.


• The mechanism for assessment of the case for supporting a local bus 
service is impossible for us to comment on without the inclusion of some 
worked examples showing how it would impact on existing services were 
it to be implemented in 2019.


• In summary, local bus services in Rutland should be more forcefully 
promoted.  The less this is done the less people will use the bus and the 
service will slowly die.



